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Monthly Meeting 
 

The March meeting will be held at 8pm on Friday 2nd March 2018 in the 
Conservative Club, Aldershot.  Please see below for the April and AGM 
meeting.   
 

April Meeting and 
AGM 

Please note that the April Meeting and AGM will take place a week later.  
The original date of Friday 6th April has had to be changed to Friday 13th 
April.  This is due to the Conservative Club receiving a request to hold a 
birthday party on our original date. 
 

Steve Swallow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is with great sadness that I have to inform you of the death of Branch 
member Steve Swallow at the age of 47.  Steve died in the morning of 
Tuesday 30th January after suffering a major heart attack.  He leaves his 
partner Jacqui and his two young children Charlotte and Sophia. 
 
Steve’s funeral will be held on Friday 9th March at 1pm in the Royal 
Garrison Church, Aldershot.  A private cremation will be held for family 
members only after the church service.  Jacqui has requested no flowers 
at the service.  A wake will be held in the Trafalgar Inn, 1 Short Street, 
Aldershot, after the funeral.  All are welcome.  Steve served in 3 Para. 
 
The thoughts and prayers of all of the members of the Aldershot Branch 
go to Jacqui, Charlotte and Sophia. 
 

Welfare Member If you are not well, or you know of another member who is ill, can you let 
me know so that I can inform the Welfare member, Chris Rogers. 
 

Pangbourne 
Chapel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pangbourne Chapel is the Falkland Islands Memorial Chapel, located in 
the south of England, and has been built in the memory of all those that 
fell during the Falklands conflict. 
 
The 2018 service will be held on Sunday 17 June. 
 
This is a Falklands Veteran only event and is mainly attended by the 
Royal Navy. They would be delighted if we could muster some Falklands 
Veterans to attend in 2018. 
 
 
To apply for tickets please visit the events page on the website at: 
www.theparachuteregimentalassociation.com or contact: 
 
Mrs Angela Perry MBE 
Secretary to the FIMCT Trustees 
c/o Pangbourne College 
Pangbourne 
Reading 
Berks RG8 8LA 
 
 

http://www.theparachuteregimentalassociation.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exterior of Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interior of Church 
 
 

A LIVING MEMORIAL… 

The Falkland Islands Memorial Chapel at Pangbourne College has been 
built to commemorate the lives and sacrifice of all those who died in the 
South Atlantic in 1982 – to stand as a permanent and ‘living’ memorial to 
remember them – and the courage of the thousands of Servicemen and 
women who served with them to protect the sovereignty of the Falkland 
Islands. 

AN ARCHITECT’S VISION OF PEACE 

The Memorial Chapel – which cost a total of £2.3 million and was opened 
in March 2000 by Her Majesty The Queen – seats 580 within the ground 
floor area and gallery; its design which came about as a result of a nation-
wide competition won by Crispin Wride Architectural Design Studio, is 
reminiscent of the shape of a ship – almond or ‘mandorla’ shaped – 
denoting hands ‘cupped’ in prayer. Natural light flows down the pale 
coloured inside walls from clear glass surrounding the curved roof and 
diffused through its focal feature at the north end – a memorial window 
with stained glass depicting the Falkland Islands within Christ’s Cross 
surrounded by a lively sea in vibrant shades of blue, green, yellow and 
grey – designed by John Clark, who also created the Lockerbie memorial 
window. 

W/O’s and Sgt’s 
Mess Past and 
Present Dinner 

This years 60th W/O’s & Sgt’s Mess Past and Present Dinner has been 
moved from St Athan in Wales to Aldershot.  This event will now take 
place on Friday 6th July in the W/O’s & Sgt’s Mess in Aldershot.  This is 
on the same weekend as the Airborne Forces weekend in the Trafalgar 
Inn.  If you would like to attend this event please contact Jennie Pitt at the 
address below. 
 
Jennie Pitt - Hon Secretary 
The Parachute Regiment Warrant Officers and Sergeant’s (Past & 
Present) Dinner Club  
Churchill Lines  
MOD St Athan, Barry 
CF62 4WA  
 

Bletchly Park Trip 
 
 

The Conservative Club are organising a trip to Bletchly Park on Tuesday 
22nd May.  They will be leaving the car park at the Conservative Club at 
9am and will leave Bletchly Park at 4pm for the return journey.  Bletchly 
Park is near Milton Keynes and should take less than 2 hours for the 
coach trip.  The cost of the trip is £40 per person and the guide book is 
£3.50 if booked in advance.  Please note that Bletchly Park charge £25 
for entry and this is included in the trip costs.  There are a few places to 
eat and drink whilst there.  The entry ticket lasts for 1 year should you 
wish to return. 
 
To enable the Conservative Club to book this trip they need confirmation 
of numbers by Monday 19th March.  If you would like to go on this trip 
please contact Les in the Conservative Club.  They require your name 
and whether you require the guide book. 
 
 



 
New Trustees The PRA HQ requested that all Branches increase the current number of 

Trustees from 3 to 5.  I am pleased to inform you that Jim Bryce and John 
Ross have offered their services as the 2 new Trustees.  The Trustees of 
the Branch are Iain Rodgers, Dave Rashbrook, Stuart McLaren, Jim 
Bryce and John Ross. 
 

Lewis Trinder 
 
 
 

You will have seen Lew Trinder at the Remembrance Day services over 
the years.  Lew and his wife, Vera celebrated their 70th wedding 
anniversary on Valentine’s Day.  Their story is below. 

Lewis and Vera Trinder, who met at a school Valentine’s dance in a 
church hall in 1940, celebrated their romance with 80 friends and family – 
including their three sons and seven grandchildren – at a party last night.  

As they both look forward to their platinum anniversary on Wednesday, D-
Day veteran Lewis, 93, revealed the secret to their long and happy 
marriage. 

He said: “You always have to agree to meet in the middle. A marriage is a 
partnership.” 

Lewis was 16 when he met 13-year-old evacuee Vera who is now 90, at 
the dance in Haywards Heath, West Sussex and fell for her. 

“I always knew I wanted to marry her,” he said. 

A year after they began courting, Lewis volunteered for the Royal Navy in 
1942 on his 18th birthday. 

He saw action during D-Day, the Battle of the Atlantic and the Arctic on 
board HMS Magpie, before being posted to the Far East. After Lewis was 
discharged from the Navy, they married at St Wilfrid’s Church in 
Haywards Heath on February 14, 1948. 

They later settled in Aldershot, Hampshire, where they still live. 

Despite his limited vision, Lewis escorted Prince Edward’s wife Sophie 
around the gold medal-winning garden of Blind Veterans UK at Hampton 
Court Palace Flower Show in south-west London last July. 

The charity has been supporting him since 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

             Lew and Sophie                     Lew and Vera on their wedding day 

Aldershot Branch 
Tabbers Walking 
Group 

Please bring waterproofs in a small back pack and a change of 
shoes/trainers at the end of the walk as we don’t want to walk into the pub 
with muddy boots.  This also helps when getting into the car for the ride 
home.  The group will be meeting in the Garrison Church Car Park from 
9am - 9.15am next to the Wellington Statue.  It is proposed that we car 
share to save taking empty cars.  Peter Richens has now organised the 



 
following walks for March.  The walks are 5/7 miles and we are now 
getting a regular 10 – 13 walkers. 
 
The next three walks will take place on Thursday 8th March, Thursday 
22nd March and Thursday 5th April. 
 
If you would like to attend any of the walks please turn up on the day or if 
you require further information please contact the Secretary. 
 

The walk on Thursday 8th February was a local walk.  We started 
and finished at the Alma Pub in Upper Hale.  This walk took in 
Farnham Park, Rowhill Copse and part of the training area and was 
6 miles.  I can confirm that no logs were damaged whilst on the 
training area. 
 

Walking Group trip 
to Dorset 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRANCH WALKING GROUP – DORSET TRIP 9th to 11th May 2018.  
 
After a successful trip to Dorset last year the Aldershot Branch Walking 
Group will be carrying out a three day walking trip from Wednesday 9th to 
Friday 11th May.  Once again we will be staying in the Portland 
Bunkhouse.   The Portland Bunkhouse was formally the Royal Navy 
Transmitter Station.  In 2008 the building was taken over by a local dive 
operator for storage and occasional overnight accommodation for divers. 
In 2012 the current owner took it on and now runs it as The Portland 
Bunkhouse.   
 
Self-catering: Bunk style accommodation with spectacular views from the 
top of Portland Bill.  Free tea/coffee, fully equipped kitchen, private car 
parking, communal room with 42” TV, bedding is provided and Free WiFi 
(log-in: portlandbunkhouse2014).  The accommodation cost and evening 
meal on the Wednesday is £46 per person.   
 
We travel in the afternoon of Wednesday 9th and the meal will be a 
chicken curry.  The walk on the Thursday will be 12 miles with a break 
and refreshments at the half way point.  After packing up on the Friday we 
will complete a 7 mile walk around Portland Bill.  
 
Those who wish to attend please confirm by 20th April 2018.  If you 
require further information please contact the secretary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      The lounge                         The kitchen                      The bedrooms 
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GSM (RSM) Tom 
McCabe 

I am delighted to inform you that it was voted in at the February meeting 
that Garrison Sergeant Major (RSM) Tom McCabe has been appointed as 
an Honorary member of the Branch.  Tom has been in post for many 
years and in that time he has supported and assisted the Branch on many 
occasions.  He has allowed the members to park in St Omer barracks 
during our trips to Arnhem.  The support he gave to Peter Richens in 
organising the two Falklands Parades (30th and 35th) was superb.  He 
assisted in the two memorials being placed in the Military Cemetery.  Tom 
arranged for the container to be moved from Malta Barracks to the 
Conservative Club.  The Branch had a standing invitation for lunch in the 
Garrison Sergeants Mess after the Remembrance Day service every 
year.  These are only a few examples of how he has helped the Branch.  
Tom is retiring from the army in March and he is more than welcome to 
join us at our functions during the year. 

 

Skiing in Val 
Thorens, France 

After 2 years skiing in Andorra in the Pyrenees we decided to go to a new 
location.  This year’s location was Val Thorens which is in the French 
Alps.  It is the highest ski resort in Europe at a height of 8,500 feet and 
has the most number of ski runs at over 600km.  The week previous saw 
the resort at a virtual shut down with heavy snow and high winds.  With 
heavy snow everything in front of you is a complete whiteout and you 
have difficulty seeing where you are going.  They can’t operate the lifts in 
high winds.  We were very pleased when we arrived as the weather 
couldn’t have been better.  The only slight problem we had was on the 
Thursday when it snowed all day.  We managed to ski in the morning but 
we called it a day in the afternoon.  After changing out of our ski jackets 
we picked up our swimming costumes and headed for the sauna, steam 
room, plunge pool and main pool.   

 

The numbers were down to 4 this year from the 13 that went in 2016 and 
the 11 that went last year.  This years party consisted of Dave and Gill 
Rashbrook, Chris Rogers and myself.  Dave Gill and Chris are 
experienced skiers.  I am still trying to catch up.   We downloaded an app 
on our mobiles (for non technology members app stands for application). 

This app tracked our fastest ski run, total distance, where we skied, how 
many runs we did and a few more details.  At the end of the last day we 
compared our information.  Dave, Gill and Chris were very close for the 
fastest speed with Chris coming in first at 46.1mph, Gill was second on 
44.9mph with Dave third on 44.3mph.  Needless to say that I am not at 
their level and my fastest speed was 28.7mph, which is fast enough for 
me.  Dave and Gill skied for 24.7 miles, Chris for 22 miles and I skied for 
13.6 miles on the last day.  Gill also made the point that she was the only 
one in our group that did not fall down the whole week. 
 
We are looking to go to a new venue next year.  If you would like to join 
us please contact me.  Even if you are new to skiing you can book 
lessons.  There is also the ski dome at Hemel Hempstead which has a 
140 metre main run and the smaller beginners run, both with snow. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                     
 
 
 

      Dave, Chris, Gill and Stuart                                 A view from the hotel veranda 

Skiing in Val Thorens, France 

Our hotel, look at the people sunbathing               It’s busy at the bottom of the slopes 

  Chris Rogers on his way down the slopes          A view from Stuart’s camera at the top 

    They don’t need poles at this age                 A view from the very top of the mountain 


