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Monthly Meeting The AGM and monthly meeting will take place on Friday 11th April at 
2000hrs in Malta Barracks.  Please ensure that all PRA members park 
their vehicles on the edges of the parade square and leave their Aldershot 
Branch membership cards on the dashboard with their name visible.  The 
meeting after this will be the monthly meeting held on Friday 2nd May 
2014.  Will all members ensure that they close the gate after entering and 
leaving the Barracks.                  
 

Bar Opening 
Times 

The bar will be open in April on Friday 11th from 2000hrs – 2359hrs and 
Friday 18th from 2000hrs – 2359hrs.  The bar will be closed on Friday 4th 
and Friday 25th due to bar staff holidays.  A free Pool Table, Bar nibbles, 
Television and a good atmosphere await you.  Please note that fresh 
ground coffee is available for those who have to drive or would like an 
alternative drink.     
 

New Members 
 

There were 3 new members this month.  Ian Barefoot ex 1 Para, Toger 
Barefoot ex 1 Para and Boris Buddle ex 2 Para. 
 

Annual General 
Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting will take place before the monthly meeting in 
May.  This meeting is the most important meeting of the year so please try 
and attend.  As in previous years all committee members are up for re-
election.  If any member would like to apply for a position on the committee 
please contact the Treasurer, Dave Rashbrook.  The committee positions 
are: Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Welfare Member, Bar Member, 
Entertainments Member and Property member. 
 

Army v Navy 
Rugby - 
Twickenham 

The Annual Army v Navy Rugby match takes place on Saturday 3 May 
which is the Bank Holiday weekend.  A group of members from the Branch 
will be attending the match and will be leaving Aldershot Railway Station at 
9.30am.  If four people book a ticket together you can travel for half price. 
 

Pen-Y-Fan 
Weekend 

This year the Pen-Y-Fan weekend is from 9-11 May.  This is a very 
enjoyable weekend and is highly recommended.  If you would like to stay 
in Dering Lines at a cost of £10 for the weekend please contact the British 
Airborne Forces Club.  If you require contact details for the BAFC please 
contact the secretary. 
 

70th Anniversary 
Summer Ball 
 

The Summer Ball is to be held on the 28th June.  The price and menus are 
still to be decided. 

National 
Arboretum 

The Branch will be organising a trip to the National Arboretum on Saturday 
21st June for the Regimental Day and the PRA Annual General Meeting.  
Due to lower numbers in recent years the branch will be booking a 14 seat 
minibus and it will be on a first come first served basis.  The cost will be 
£15 per ticket.  Please book your place early to avoid disappointment. 
 
 
 



 
2 Para Reunion Over the weekend of Friday 28th February to Sunday 2nd March Branch 

members attended the 2 Para Reunion Club gathering at the seaside for 
the annual reunion.  Now in their 16th year and with the club continuing to 
go from strength to stremgth with a membership of well over 1,200 and 
regularly seating in the region of 300 people for the Saturday evening 
Regimental Dinner.  As is now the norm our Chairman, Dave Singletary, 
His wife Linda and myself arrived on the Wednesday to prepare for the 
ever increasing numbers of members who choose to add the Thursday, 
and in many cases, the Sunday to the official weekend. 
 
After the long journey we enjoyed the evening meal and a few quiet drinks 
at the bar in readiness for the following days duties.  Over 100 members 
were booked to arrive on the Thursday and we saw the hotel begin to fill 
rapidly with the bars doing an excellent afternoons trade.  After the 
evening meal many carried on the movement until the early hours showing 
no fear of what was ahead over the next two days.  Friday saw the 
remainder of the members arriving, and after sorting out their bed spaces 
enjoyed the evening meal which is in Buffet form with enough choices to 
please all.  Amongst the Friday arrivals were staunch supporters Gen Sir 
Geoffrey Howlett, Gen Ted Eberhardie, his wife Christine and on his 
second visit Col David Benest. 
 
Guest of Honour were six former Commanding Officers, Gen Sir Geoffrey 
Howlett KBE MC, Gen Ted Eberhardie MBE MC, Gen Chip Chapman CB 
BA, Brigadier Joe O’Sullivan, Brigadier Andy Harrison DSO MBE and Col 
David Benest.  We were also to welcome for the first time the new 2 Para 
Commanding Officer Lt Col Ollie Kingsbury and newly appointed RSM 
Adam Proud. 
 
Our usual Saturday involves the trip to the legion that must experience one 
of its largest bar takings of the year with our members contributing hugely 
to the turnoverof beer and spirit sales.  After informing us last year that 
unfortunately he was unable to attend, Col David Benest was able this 
year to deliver his talk on the Battle of the Falklands.  This was very 
informative with an array of excellent photographs and maps, which was 
well received by the large audience.  Unfortunately, there was no time for 
the planned question and answer session afterwards as it was time for all 
to dress for the Reunion Evening Dinner.  Sitting alongside our very 
distinguished guests at the top table was CO Lt Col Ollie Kingsbury, RSM 
Adam Proud along with club President and former OC B Coy Major Nick 
Copperwait (Retd), Club Chairman Dave Singletery, Secretary Al Jones, 
Treasurer Roly Collier and Padre Capt Stewart Macay.  After the prayer 
and meal the CO gave a talk on his plans for the Bn over the coming 
months and in which direction the Bn hopes to move.  Quite an ordeal I 
should think having been surrounded by men of such distinction, but one 
he carried off with absolute ease.  I amust also congratulate both he and 
the RSM for completing the challenge of drinking all evening out of the 
considerable vessels provided, both holding approximately 5/6 pints, they 
weigh a ton!! 
 
During the evening a special presentation was made to long time club 
member Bob Wheatley who had unfortunately accepted an offer os 
“suitable accommodation” from another long time member, (not to be 
named) during his last trip to Arnhem.  This actually turned out to be no 



 
bigger than a chicken coup, in fact there was a rumour he was sharing with 
a few leghorns.  He was suitably awarded a beautifully knitted chicken 
styled head and ear warmer by the CO to the absolute delight of all in 
attendance. 
 
Sent in by Peter Richens. 
 

Stuart McLaren Stuart is having a great time on his world tour..... From his last email, he was on 
His way up to Airlie Beach, Whitsundays, Australia.  He has also spent some time 
in Sydney and Brisbane.  We are not very jealous........ 
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