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Monthly Meeting  The Monthly Meeting will take place on Friday 7th May at 2000hrs in 

Malta Barracks.       
   
Bar Opening   The bar is open on Friday evenings 8pm till midnight and Sunday  
Times  afternoon from 3pm till 8pm.  A free Pool Table, Bar nibbles, Television 

for all sporting events and a good atmosphere await you.  Please note 
that fresh ground coffee is available for those who have to drive or would 
like an alternative drink.   

 
Branch Ties Branch ties are available for purchase over the bar or from the Treasurer 

or Secretary at a price of £10. 
 
Help for Heroes  Please note that we have a supply of Help for Heroes wristbands on  
Wristbands    sale behind the bar at a cost of £2 each. 
 
Annual General  The members voted at the Annual General Meeting on Friday 
Meeting     9th  April and the following members were voted into office. 

Chairman – Peter Richens, Vice Chairman – Bill Harris, Secretary – 
Stuart McLaren, Treasurer – Dave Rashbrook, Entertainments Member 
– Vacant, Welfare Member – Jack Wigley, Bar Member 
– Vacant, Gardening Member – Peter Gayler. The President David 
Taylor thanked the Chairman Peter Richens and all of the Committee for 
their hard work during the past year.  He also thanked Gill Rashbrook 
and Julie Dinsey for their efforts behind the bar.  He also said a big 
thank you to all of the members and the ladies for supporting the 
Branch.  Please note that the yearly subscriptions of £15 are due. 
Please make cheques payable to “Aldershot Branch PRA” and hand 
them to the treasurer in the bar or send them to the secretary at 
the address below. Please note that as in previous years if your 
subscription has not been received by the end of June it will be 
deemed that you no longer wish to be a member of the Aldershot 
Branch and you will no longer receive the newsletter. 

 
New Members There was one new member last month, Phil Darley ex Support 

Company 10 Para. 
 
Hog Roast It was proposed to hold the Summer Ball on Friday 18th June.  Barry 

Longbottom has been unwell and is not able to organise the event and 
as time is getting tight we have decided to organise a Hog Roast with a 
Country and Western group on the Summer Ball date.  The Summer Ball 
will be held towards the end of July possibly in Potters International 
Hotel, details for this event will be published in the next newsletter.  We 



 
are hoping to keep the cost of the Hog Roast to £15 and final costings 
and timings will be in the June newsletter.  Please help the committee by 
applying for tickets early.  Please contact the secretary if you would like 
to attend.  

 
 

ABF Weekend Just a reminder that the Trafalgar Pub in Aldershot will be holding the 
Airborne Forces Weekend on the weekend 2-4th July.  The first weekend 
in July is etched into the memory of all Airborne Forces members and I 
am sure that you all remember what a weekend it was.  Since Airborne 
Forces were transferred to Colchester the Traf have been running the 
unofficial ABF weekend.  It started with a few people coming back to 
reminisce and has got bigger every year to the point that the road 
outside the Traf is now full of people on the Saturday.  This year should 
be the biggest turnout yet so please come down and meet many old 
friends.   

 
 
Southsea The Branch will be running a coach to Southsea on Sunday 4th July. 
Spectacular Please book early so that we can decide if we need a coach or minibus.  

The cost per person for the minibus last year was £12 so the cost will be 
about the same.  Further information will be in the next newsletter. 

 
 
Airborne 70  The Branch will be running a coach to Colchester for the 70th 

Anniversary celebrations of the formation of Airborne Forces on 
Saturday 24th July.  We are now taking bookings for the coach to attend 
the 70th Anniversary of Airborne Forces in Colchester.   Full details will 
appear in the next newsletter but we need to arrive before the events 
start so we will be looking at a possible start of 0700hrs.  This will get us 
to Colchester by 0930hrs.  We may be able to leave a little later once I 
have received the timings of events.  We would look at leaving at 
1900hrs so that we could be back in Aldershot by 2130hrs.  As all 
events will take place inside Colchester Garrison I have been given 
permission to apply for all Branch members and guests tickets.  If you 
would like us to apply for tickets please inform me of all of the names of 
the person’s the tickets are for and also if you require a seat on the 
coach.  Again time is moving on so please book early.        

 
 
Branch Golf Day It is proposed to hold the Branch Golf Day on Monday the 19th July 

2010 at Hurtmore Golf Club.  Last year we had a great day on the same 
course.  The day will consist of, bacon and coffee, 27 holes and a two 
course meal.  Last year the cost was £34 so I'm trying to keep it as close 
to that as possible.  Before I make a firm booking of slots I need an idea 
of numbers attending.  Remember it open to friends and family.  As 
usual members will play for the coveted trophy and guest will have 
prizes to play for.  Please contact John Mellon. 

 
 
 
 



 
Richard Todd Although Richard Todd was not a member of the Branch he was a 

member of the Parachute Regiment and a very accomplished actor.   
There is a Memorial Service for Richard Todd which will take place at: 
The Parish Church of St Wolfram, Grantham, Lincs NG31 6RR on 
Monday May 10th at 1330 hours. All are welcome. 
For further details please contact Capt (Retd) John Poulton  

 
 
Calendar I have attached a copy of this year’s calendar to this newsletter.   

Unfortunately Malta Barracks works on an April to March year so we 
don’t obtain a copy of their training weekends until March.  The one 
event missing of off this year’s calendar is the Burns Supper which will 
be held on Friday 28th January 2011.  We are also restricted to booking 
our functions on weekends when the recruits are not training as they 
usually parade 200 recruits. 

 
 
Bob Darby I have received the following information from Bob Darby.  If any 

member would like to attend please contact Bob:-   
“I wonder if you could publish this for me in the next Newsletter. It will be 
a somewhat Para affair in some much as my principal speaker is Major 
General Julian Thompson who was Commander 3 Commando Brigade 
under which both 2 and 3 PARA served during the Falklands conflict and 
L/Col Tom Neathway who was seriously in Afghanistan while serving 
with 2 PARA. He is the Guest of Honour. 
The Luncheon is being held in the Arnhem Room at Moor Park, Near 
Rickmansworth which was the Headquarters of 1st British Airborne 
Division before destruction at Arnhem.  
All details are on the attached flyer. Anyone who wishes to attend 
should come through me.  Regards Bob Darby”   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Queen Hotel  I am sure that many members remember that the Queen Hotel was 
Aldershot on the circuit on a Friday and Saturday evening.  It has been closed for a 

few months and it looked as if it was going the same way of many pubs.  
Fortunately it has been taken over by Gary Grant who also owns the 
Trafalgar Pub and he has spent this time in refurbishing the Hotel.  Have a 
read of the following information and I am sure you will agree that this will 
be a welcome addition to Aldershot. 

 
“Going against the trend - LAND MARK Queen Hotel & Restaurant to 
re-open 
  
The Queen Hotel and Restaurant, Aldershot, is to re-open on the 30th 
April 2010 under new management.  Gary Grant, local businessman and 
former Paratrooper is determined to go against the trend of pub & hotel 
closures and invest in the local community.  Aldershot deserves better than 
seeing such landmarks close.  There is still a thriving business community 
with many shop and office staff having a limited choice of where to go for 
lunch, hold business meetings or working lunches.  Aldershot is still the 
home of the British Army and we have an active Garrison with troops 
recently returning from Afghanistan again having a limited choice as to 
where to go as couples for dinner during the week or as a family at week-
ends within walking distance from the married quarters. 
  
The focus will be to provide a comfortable home from home for both short 
and long-term business travellers supporting the local businesses or large 
scale events such as the Farnborough Air show.  The hotel rooms have all 
been refurbished to a high standard and include en- suite  
bathrooms/showers. There will be wi-fi and televisions in all the rooms. 
  
The restaurant will be managed by Mr Mehdi Rahal who has over twenty 
years experience in the catering & hospitality business, fifteen years of 
which has been spent in the local Aldershot area, including graduating 
from Farnborough College of Technology.  "We will be focusing on high 
quality, healthy and value for money food, ideal for a working lunch or 
evening out.  The menu will feature traditional English food as well as a mix 
of Italian/Mediterranean dishes.  We will of course be open to customer 
feedback in order to further refine our menu" 
  
We look forward to offering an alternative venue, for your business lunch, 
business meeting, local evening out office party or children’s party.  Our 
doors re-open on the 30th April not just with a fresh lick of paint but with a 
new approach to becoming a key part of the community again.” 
 
 
 

Stuart  




