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Monthly Meeting 
 

The next monthly meeting will take place in the Conservative Club at 
2000hrs on Friday 15th July 2016.  Please note that this is later than stated 
in the year planner.  This is due to a function being held in the Conservative 
Club on our original date.  There is no meeting in August due to holidays.  
The next meeting which will be the September meeting will be held on  
Friday 26th August 2016.  This meeting is a week early due to the visit to 
take part in the Airborne March in Arnhem.   
 

Ray Bunch It is with great sadness that I have to inform you of the death of Branch 
member Ray Bunch.  Ray died on Wednesday 1 June, one day before his 
90th birthday.  Ray tried to join the Navy but was turned down, he then applied 
to join the Royal Air Force and was accepted, but was discharged shortly after 
when they found out that he was colour blind.  In 1944 at the age of 18 he 
was called up and joined the army into the General Service Corps.  He was 
soon posted to the RASC from 1944-48 and in February of 1945 he 
transferred to 250 Airborne Company.  After a few years he was again 
transferred, this time to 298 Company, 6th Airborne Division.  Ray also spent 2 
years in Palestine.  His funeral was held on Monday 20th June at St Michaels 
Church, Camberely and the internment was in Ship Lane Cemetery.  
Members of the Branch attended the funeral and Peter Richens carried the 
Branch Standard.  His wife Joan and all of the family would like to thank 
Peter, especially as it was pouring with rain in the cemetery. 
  

Bob Bryans 
 

I mentioned in the May newsletter that Bob Bryans who lives in Tasmania, 
Australia had rejoined the Branch after being a member from 1962-68.  In 
many cases the newsletter is forwarded on by members to their friends.  After 
I had sent out the May newsletter I received an email from Bob Russell which 
read “Hi my name is Bob Russell ex 2 para.  I have been asked by a mate 
Aussie Doyle (ex 2 para) to help him contact Bob Bryan. Could you 
please give Bob, Aussies emaill address.”  I contacted Bob and sent him 
Aussies details.  Within days I was contacted by Bob to say that he had 
phoned Neil (Aussie) and had a long conversation with him.  The last time 
they had spoken was over 45 years ago.  I know they will both be reading this 
newsletter and I am delighted to be able to help them get in touch after so 
many years. 

 
Pen-Y-Fan 
Weekend 

More than a dozen members travelled to Brecon for the Pen-Y-Fan weekend 
at the end of May.  As you know the weather this year has been one week 
rain and the next week sunshine.  Unfortunately, the Pen-Y-Fan weekend 
occurred on a rainy weekend.  Due to the weather the brief at the bottom of 
the Fan was kept short and we then left to begin our climb.  It wasn’t long 
before the mist started closing in and the rain began to fall, fortunately it was 
a light rain.  As we neared the top the visibility was down to a few metres, but 
the wind was now blowing a gale.  After a short stop at the summit we made 
our way back down to a hot mug of tea or in some cases a can of beer.  A 
Hog Roast was supplied by the British Airborne Forces Club in the Brecon 
Rugby Club in the evening. 
 



 
I thought I would add the following explanation of the meaning of Pen-Y-Fan 
which is 886 metres (2,907 ft) above sea level. 
  
The name Pen y Fan consists of the Welsh words pen ('top, head, peak, 
summit', etc.), y ('the') and fan, a mutated form of ban ('summit, crest, peak, 
beacon, hill, mountain', etc.). The same noun ban, in its plural form bannau, is 
found in the Welsh name for the Brecon Beacons: Bannau Brycheiniog. There 
is no one standard translation of Pen y Fan, but 'the mountain's peak' or 'the 
beacon's summit' are both possible translations. 
  

The summit is marked by a well preserved and structured Bronze Age Cairn 
with a central stone cist, similar to that on the nearby summit of Corn Du.  The 
grave is fitted with a series of concentric stone kerbs to protect the central 
mound from slippage. The cist is a box formed by vertical stone slabs near 
the centre of the barrow, and it is currently occupied by the National Trust 
sign, but will have originally held the ashes or other remnants of a dead 
person or persons since multiple burials together are common in the British 
Bronze Age.  It also held grave goods left with the human remains, such as 
flint tools, cinerary urns, or flower tributes. The similar round barrow on Fan 
Foel was excavated in 2002-4 and revealed such items in the central cist, the 
flowers being those of meadowsweet.  See pages 4 and 5 for photos. 

Regimental Day 
and PRA AGM 

This year’s Regimental Day and PRA AGM which was held at the National 
Arboretum, was attended by over 500 members of the PRA.  We had glorious 
sunshine on the day but the damage was done the previous week when 
heavy rain caused the river Tame to burst its banks and the area around the 
Airborne Monument was under water.  The service had to be held in the 
arena next to the visitors centre.  The Band of the Parachute Regiment led 
the Standard Bearers and PRA members to the arena for the service after the 
AGM.  The Reverend Gerry Sutton conducted the service and informed all 
those present that at the end of the service Monsieur Robert Mille, who is the 
French Honorary Consul, would present the Legion D’Honneur to seven 
Airborne veterans.  All of the veterans are now over 90 years of age.   See 
pages 5 and 6 for photos. 
 

The Dreyeroord 
Hotel (White 
House) 
Oosterbeek, 
Arnhem 

The Dreyeroord Hotel, or White House as it is affectionately known, was on 
the perimeter during the battle of Arnhem.  It was held by the kings Own 
Scottish Borderers and those who died were buried in the garden during the 
battle and were interned in the Oosterbeek cemetery after the war.  I have just 
been informed that the hotel, which is over 170 years old, is no longer viable 
and has been sold to property developers, who propose to demolish the hotel 
and build flats on the ground.  The local people are against losing part of their 
heritage and have asked for assistance to try and persuade the Mayor and 
council to keep the hotel in some form for future generations.  The Aldershot 
Branch has written a letter which has been passed to the Mayor of Renkum.  
There is an internet petition that you can sign to help save the Dreyeroord 
Hotel.  Please click on the link below and sign the petition. 
Petition save Dreyeroord - 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://airbornefeelings.nl/en/petition-save-dreyeroord/


 
Aldershot 
Tabbers Walking 
Group 

Please bring waterproofs in a small back pack and a change of shoes/trainers 
at the end of the walk as we don’t want to walk into the pub with muddy boots.  
This also helps when getting into the car for the ride home.  The group will be 
meeting in the Garrison Church Car Park from 9am/9.15am next to the 
Wellington Statue.  It is proposed that we car share to save taking empty cars.  
Peter Richens has now organised the following walks for June.  The walks will 
be 5/6 miles.  The tabbing group are proposing to go to London in 
August and travel down the Thames by river boat ending up at the o2 
Arena.  The plan is to walk over the o2 and then walk back toward 
Waterloo, taking in places of interest.  We will then end up in the Union 
Jack Club before making our way home.  If any members are interested 
please contact the secretary.   
 

Thursday 30th June, Thursday 14th July and Thursday 28th July. 
 

If you would like to attend any of the walks or require further information 
please contact the Secretary.      
 

Christmas Ball The Christmas Ball will be held on Saturday 10th December in the Princes 
Hall, Aldershot.  The ballroom is on the ground floor and it is the same 
caterers as last year.  If you need to book a hotel, the Travelodge is next door 
so you will not need a taxi.  Please book the hotel early as they will raise the 
prices if they find out that there is a function being held nearby. 
   

Falklands 35th 
Anniversary 

This is an advanced warning that the 35th Falklands Anniversary will be held 
in Aldershot on Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th June 2017, with the main day 
being Sunday 18th.  The format will follow the 30th Anniversary with a service 
in the Military Cemetery followed by a march past through Aldershot.  A meal 
will follow in the marquee in the gardens or in the Princes Hall.  Once again if 
you are booking into the Travelodge or Premier Inn please book early to avoid 
the excess charge they will apply once they find out about the Anniversary. 
  

Airborne 
Cushion 

I was contacted by Sandy Milbank from PRA HQ in Colchester.  She informed 
me that the North Devon Branch has closed as there were only three 
members left and they were getting to old to carry on running the Branch.  
Alma Hearn, who was the Branch secretary and the widow of one of the 
members, sent the Branch Standard and a cushion to Sandy.  She asked if 
the cushion, that she had made, could be handed over to the Royal Garrison 
Church of All Saints, Aldershot in memory of her late husband, Alex, who 
served in the 4th Battalion The Parachute Regiment during WW2.  Sandy sent 
the cushion to me and I arranged for it to be handed over to Padre Steven 
Franklin at the church service on Sunday 12th June.  The cushion was 
dedicated and blessed before the service and was then placed at the foot of 
the altar during the service.  After the service it was placed on the Bishops 
chair and will remain there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The cushion is blessed and then placed at the foot of the 
altar during the service.  The cushion is then put on the 
Bishops chair. 



 

Stuart  
 

 
 
 
          
 

Airborne Forces 
Weekend 

This years Airborne Forces weekend takes place in the Trafalgar Inn, 
Aldershot over the weekend 1 – 3 July.  With the Traf beng recently 
refurbished and under new management we are expecting a bumper turnout.  
In previous years more than 300 people have turned up.  Come along and 
you may be surprised at the old comrades that you meet up with. 
 

Ski Centre at 
Hemel 
Hempstead 

The minibus has been booked and eleven members and family are going.  
For some this will be the first time they will try skiing before they commit to 
coming with us to Andorra next year. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tree Removal 

               Gary Sturge gives the briefing           The start of the climb, note the mist up the hill 

Pen-Y-Fan Weekend 

              The start in the car park                       Corn Du                       Pen-Y-Fan  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 George Frost receives his Legion D’Honneur       In spite of their age they all insisted 
  Medal.   George served in the 8th Para Bn           on standing for the National Anthems          

              and jumped into Caen 

                 The mist is coming down                             The wind and mist at the top 

       The Regimental band lead the Standards          Padre Gerry Sutton takes the service 

                    and members to the service 

Regimental Day and PRA AGM 


