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Monthly Meeting The next monthly meeting will take place at 2000hrs on Friday 29th August.   This 
is a week early due to the Arnhem weekend.  Please see the Monthly meeting 
venue article below for the location of the meeting.  The meeting after this will be the 
monthly meeting held on Friday 3rd October 2014.   

 
Branch  
Subscriptions 

It is now four months since the Annual General Meeting so all subs should now have 
been paid.  The secretary will now be given a list by the treasurer of all those who 
have paid their subs.  If you are not sure if you have paid your subs please contact 
the secretary.  If you don’t receive the newsletter next month it could be because 
you haven’t paid your subs.   
 

Arnhem Veteran  
Johnny Peters 
 

It is with great sadness that I report the death of Mr. Johnny Peters who passed 
away in Ipswich Hospital on Friday 8th August 2014. His family were at his bedside.  
The funeral of Johnny Peters will take place at 1230 hours on Friday 29th August 
2014 at St Mary’s Church, Shotley, Nr Ipswich IP9 1ES. Further information is not 
available at this time. Johnny was the Chairman and driving force behind the 
Arnhem 1944 Veterans Club and had been a member of the Border Regiment in 
1944. 
 

Henry Ellwood 

Henry, Dorothy, 
Ralph and Doreen 
at a Halloween 
Party  

Henry Ellwood informed us he was going to move to Norfolk to be near his daughter 
who has recently retired.  The President, David Taylor has received a letter from 
Henry.  In the letter Henry apologises for not attending the last meeting to say a 
proper goodbye.  He had been busy packing and the move happened quicker than 
he was expecting.  Henry went on to say that he, along with his late wife Dorothy 
and Ralph and Doreen Sunley always enjoyed the many events that the Branch 
organised.  He said that Dorothy often told him that they took out far more than they 
gave back.  Henry said that Dorothy would have liked him to do something, 
especially as we are looking for new premises in Aldershot.  Along with the letter 
Henry included a cheque for the sum of £4,000 and his last words were “Thank you 
all so much for giving us such happiness”. 
David has written a letter of thanks to Henry on behalf of the Branch.  As Henry will 
be receiving a copy of this newsletter I am sure you will all join me in thanking him 
for this wonderfully gesture.  We wish him good health and enjoyment living in his 
new bungalow near his daughter and family. 
 

Monthly Meeting  
Venue 

The committee have for many months been looking for new accommodation and a 
place to hold our monthly meetings.  We have spoken to Colonel Lambert, who is 
the Garrison Commander and he is actively looking for new accommodation for us.  
This is obviously a long term project so a venue to hold our monthly meetings had to 
be found.  The committee looked at three venues in the area.  The first one was the 
York Road Social Club in North Camp, Farnborough.  The second was the 
Conservative Club in Aldershot and the third was the Excelsior Club.  After 
assessing all three venues the committee has decided that the best venue is the 
Excelsior Club.  When you arrive at the club press the button and you will be 
admitted.  Inform the person at the desk that you are here for the meeting and you 
will not have to sign in as they will accept our signing in book as proof of all those 
present.  The meeting room is to the left as you enter.  The committee will give a full 
explanation of their decision for the venue at the next meeting.  Hopefully more of 
the members living in Aldershot will be able to attend.  Please note that the dress 
code for meetings is now smart casual.  See page 4 for directions to the 
Excelsior Club and photos of the interior.     
 



 
Military Parade The following invitation has been issued to the PRA by Mid Sussex District Council: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Chairman of Mid Sussex District Council, Councillor 
Gordon Marples, to invite the members of the Parachute Regimental Association to 
participate in a Military Parade on Saturday, 13th September 2014 through the 
town of Haywards Heath, to mark the historic granting of Freedom of Entry to Mid 
Sussex District to the Royal Yeomanry of the Army Reserve and also the signing of 
the Armed Forces Community Covenant between Mid Sussex District Council and 
the Armed Forces and ex-service community.  
 

These ceremonies coincide with Haywards Heath’s Town Day, featuring many 
attractions, entertainment and activities including a funfair. We also have the 
televised Tour of Britain cycle race, passing through the town at around 12:30p.m. 
All this should ensure good crowds, a good atmosphere and an enjoyable, action-
packed, family day. 
 

If you are able to provide any estimate of numbers, and whether your Standard(s) 
will be attending, I would be grateful. I would also be grateful if you could advertise 
the Parade on your website, newsletters and with your branches and related 
organisations covering Mid Sussex. Full details are attached below but please feel 
free to contact me if you require any further information. 
 

We very much look forward to welcoming you to Haywards Heath on the day. 
 

Corporal Stewart 
McLaughlin 

I have received the letter below from a member of Stewart’s family thanking those 
who have supported the petition for Cpl Stewart McLaughlin to be awarded the 
Victoria Cross. 
 

Dear All, 
 

On behalf of my family I wish to thank all of those whom have signed the petition 
and those who attended the march on Downing Street on 4th July 2014 to support 
our campaign to see Corporal Stewart McLaughlin formally recognised for his 
supreme devotion to duty, remarkable leadership under fire and astonishing bravery, 
all in the best tradition of the Airborne warrior. 
 

Our campaign has been ongoing since 1982, however it was only in the last 18 
months that we discovered Stewart's citation for gallantry had never been typed up. 
The family fully understands that in the fog of war mistakes are made. The rules to 
allow a retrospective award for Stewart (we are told by the MOD) do not exist, 
despite VC's being awarded in the past for actions nearly 50 years after the actual 
action it is being awarded for. We were advised to contact the Prime Minister by the 
Awards Committee Chairman Rear Admiral Williams, whom suggested that the 
PM is able to make a discretionary award.  
 

This we very much did on the 4th July, thanks to you all. We now await his formal 
response, given that Parliament is in recess and the party conferences are on the 
horizon, we do expect a short waiting period. 
 

It is because of this anticipated waiting period I would like to ask all those who have 
supported this campaign if they would try and obtain just ten names each to sign 
the Government e Petition supporting our campaign. This would increase to many 
more thousands than it stands now (5600) and send a clear message to 
Government that the rules need to be brought into the 21st Century and recognise 
those unique individuals whose remarkable performance in battle inspires others to 
win the fight.  
 

I sincerely hope you are all able to help with my request, and feel confident our 
campaign will succeed. The e Petition can be accessed by googling e Petition and 
searching for "Corporal Stewart McLaughlin" then filling in the form as per 



 
instructions.  
 

Once again many, many thanks for your support. 
  
Kindest Best Wishes 
 

Mark McLaughlin 
 

Cenotaph Parade  
Whitehall London  
Sunday 9th 
November 
 

The Parachute Regimental Association is grateful to Lieutenant General JD Page 
CB CBE for agreeing to lead the airborne contingent past the Cenotaph in Whitehall, 
London this year.  The Royal British Legion has once again allocated the Airborne 
contingent 174 tickets.  These tickets are usually issued by TRBL in late 
September/early October.  Please be aware these tickets are for members of the 
PRA only.  It has been noted on previous parades a number of family members, 
including children, have appeared in the ranks of the Airborne Contingent. In the 
spirit of remembrance, family members are most welcome, however on this 
particular occasion they are not permitted to take part in the March Past and will be 
required to leave the parade and advised they may spectate from the pavement 
lining the marching route.  Please do not attempt to flout these rules as asking 
members to leave the parade causes all sorts of unnecessary embarrassment.  If 
any member would like to apply for tickets please contact the Secretary as 
soon as possible.   
 

Malta Barracks We have now vacated the bar at Malta Barracks although the container is still 
situated there.  All of the items have been taken from the bar and are stored in the 
container.  After discussions with Captain John Coupland, who is the Quartermaster 
at SERFCA we have been allowed to keep the container.  We are in discussions 
with Graingers PLC who are the company in charge of the rebuild of Aldershot.  
With the help of Colonel Lambert they are looking for a place to store our container.  

 

Nile Wilson Having reported on the progress of JJ Wilson’s grandson Nile in previous 
newsletters, I am sure that many of you were looking forward to the Commonwealth 
Games to see how he would do now that he was in the senior team.  He did 
superbly well in his first event as a senior and his final tally of medals was:  
Team – Gold, Individual All Around – Bronze, High Bar – Gold and Parallel Bars – 
Silver. 
  
Nile along with Max Whitlock and others was then called in for interviews by many 
from the media.  He and the family have asked me to pass on their thanks to you all 
for your good wishes and support, it is much appreciated.  The prospects are 
looking good for the Olympics in 2016. 
 

2015 Dairies I have received the information below regarding the diary for 2015.  I am prepared to 
order the diaries but I need at least 10 orders.  If you would like to order a diary 
please contact the secretary. 

2015 PRA Pocket Diary 
Next year`s diary will be available the second week in September for those people 
who wish to take it to their friends in Arnhem. 
 
It is the same diary as last year, with the red flash on the black front cover,  with the 
Parachute Regiment cap badge overlaying Pegasus and the” Parachute Regimental 
Association” printed in silver, with the same Organiser diary inside together with a 
handy notepad. 
 
The delivered price per diary, including post and packing will be £2.75 - the same as 
last year but, due to the Post office messing about with size of small parcels and the 
associated costs, the minimum order must go up to 10 diaries. 
The cost of posting just one diary is £1.10 and it is not until 10 diaries are put in one 
package can I hold the price per delivered diary to £2.75.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Address: Excelsior Club, Gordon Rd, Aldershot, Hampshire GU11 1ND 
 
 

The Excelsior Club Location and Parking 

 The Traf   Grosvenor Road    Victoria Road     Birchett Road    Car Park   Excelsior Club    
 

 Birchett Road Car Park £1 to park      Alleyway between houses      Excelsior Club      
 



 

Stuart  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   The Meeting Room 
          
 

The Bar Area 
 

Extra Seating Area next to the Bar 
 

The Excelsior Club Interior 


