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Monthly Meeting  The next Monthly Meeting will take place on Friday 1st October at 2000hrs in Malta 

Barracks.  The November meeting will take place on Friday 29 October due to the 
Halloween Party.  Please ensure that all PRA members park their vehicles on the 
edges of the parade square and leave their Aldershot Branch membership cards on 
the dashboard with their name visible.        

       
Bar Opening The bar will be open at the following times during the month of October:  
Times  Friday 1 Oct 2000hrs – 2359hrs, Friday 8 Oct 2000hrs – 2359hrs, Sunday 10 Oct 

1330hrs – 1800hrs, Friday 15 Oct 2000hrs – 2359hrs, Friday 22 Oct 2000hrs – 
2359hrs, Sunday 24 Oct 1330hrs – 1800hrs, Friday 29 Oct 2000hrs – 2359hrs .  A 
free Pool Table, Bar nibbles, Television for all sporting events and a good 
atmosphere await you.  Please note that fresh ground coffee is available for those 
who have to drive or would like an alternative drink.  Don’t forget there is a PRA bell 
on the side of the gate.   

 
Help for Heroes   Please note that we have a supply of Help for Heroes wristbands on sale 
Wristbands    behind the bar at a cost of £2 each. 
 
New Members There were two new members last month, Blue Cole ex 1, 2, 3 & 10 Para. NTW 

Brecon, Depot Para, Log Bn and Tony Clarke ex 10 Para. 
 
Dave Mayall It is with sadness that we have to inform you of the death of Branch member Dave 

Mayall.  Dave passed away in August but I was not informed by his daughter of the 
funeral arrangements until late on Wednesday 1 September.  I was due to go on 
holiday the following day, leaving at 0400hrs in the morning.  Due to the late 
information I was unable to contact the members who do not have email and for this I 
apologise.  Dave was 83 years of age and as he joined the Branch before I became 
secretary and the days of computers I do not have his military records.  Our thoughts 
and prayers are with his family at this sad time.       

 
Summer BBQ The Summer BBQ was a great success with 70 people along with 12 children 

attending.  Our thanks go to Pete and Lin Clare for running the BBQ.  Lin also 
arranged for her son in law, who is a qualified chef to come along and cook for us.  
We would like to thank Derek for giving up his time and cooking the food and along 
with the preparation and presentation of the salads and desserts ensured that many 
members went for seconds.  Mr Magic kept the children and some adults occupied 
for more than an hour.  He is definitely booked for next year.  See page 3 for photos   

 
Airborne March   This year’s 27th participation in the Airborne March will be remembered for 
Arnhem many years to come.  This year is the 150th anniversary of the formation of the Army 

Cadet Force.  During the Crimea War young lads of 12 years of age were used as 
runners.  After the Crimea War the military were so impressed with their contribution 
and commitment that they decided it would benefit youngsters in this country if some 
form of organisation could be set up to harness the enthusiasm that they showed.  
From this small acorn grew the oak tree that is now the Army Cadet Force.  The 
Army Cadets were joined on the Airborne March by the Air Training Corps many 
years ago.  The largest number we have taken on the March is 400 but now we are 
down to a more manageable number of 250.  The fact that the cost of the four day 
trip is £120 and that includes transport, accommodation, food, entrance to the 
museum, entrance to the march and a full Airborne Tour ensures that many Cadets 



 
and Adults can afford to attend.  Due to the numbers attending the march over 27 
years and that this year is the Army Cadets 150th anniversary the March Committee 
in Oosterbeek decided to present the Army Cadets with a special presentation.  
Before the March started the Cadets were marched out of the stadium and formed up 
in a hollow square outside the Hartenstein Museum and in front of the people of 
Oosterbeek.  Branch member and main organiser Tony Trown was invited onto the 
balcony of the Hartenstein by Jean Paul Gebben, the Mayor of Renkum and 
Inspector Powel Vos of Arnhem Police, who is Chairman of the Lest we Forget 
Association and the Airborne March Committee.  The Mayor thanked the Cadets for 
attending for many years and this was followed by thanks from Powel Vos.  Tony 
then read out a letter to the Committee and the people of Oosterbeek that he was 
sent by General Sir Jack Deverell.  After the speeches Tony accepted a statue of an 
Airborne WWII soldier holding the hand of a flower child on behalf of the Army Cadet 
Force.  There is a service of thanksgiving in Winchester Cathedral on Sunday 26th 
September and both Jean Paul Gebben  and Powel Vos have been invited and will 
be attending.  Next year is the 65th Airborne March.  If you would like to attend please 
contact the secretary.  See page 4 for photos. 

 
Richard and Six years ago our Arnhem veteran Ralph Sunley and his wife Doreen asked 
Anja Reij to attend the 60th Commemoration.  I requested through the “Lest we Forget 

Association” for a Dutch family to host them in their house.  Richard and Anja had 
never volunteered before but felt that they were now in a position to offer 
accommodation.  Ralph and Doreen had a superb weekend, which unfortunately was 
the last time he went to Arnhem.  Richard and Anja have been together for twenty 
years and have two sons, Brian who is eighteen and Shawn who is thirteen.  Due to 
financial constraints over the years they have been unable to afford a wedding.  
Richard changed his job five years ago and now works for the Police and last year 
asked Anja to marry him.  The date they decided on was Friday 10th September.  The 
secretary, Stuart McLaren was delighted to receive an invitation and gratefully 
accepted.  Richard pulled out all the stops and they had a wonderful day.  Doreen 
sent over a present and congratulated them.  I am sure that you will join with me and 
wish them all the best for the future.  See page 5 for photos.  

 
Airborne  This year’s Airborne Commemoration weekend was held on 16th – 19th September. 
Commemoration As mentioned in a previous newsletter Branch member Roger Bates went in May to  
Weekend Teuge, the Dutch National Parachute Centre to complete the course and be awarded 

his Dutch Military Parachute Wings.  Unfortunately the weather was against him and 
he was unable to jump due to very high winds.  Unperturbed he returned the week 
before the commemoration and successfully completed the course.  He was 
rewarded with being allowed to jump at Arnhem on Friday 17 September.  Roger was 
joined by Dave and Gill Rashbrook and all three jumped from a Dakota onto Renkum 
Drop Zone.  This is the first time since WWII that anyone has jumped onto Renkum.  I 
mentioned in the previous newsletter and I hope Roger doesn’t mind if I mention 
again that he is 73 years young.  Roger, I am sure that everyone will agree that you 
put some of the younger generation to shame.  Roger also completed the Nijmegen 
March in July and raised £1,000 for Help for Heroes.  Congratulations and well done.  
This year was also the first year that the British Military never jumped into Arnhem 
due to shortages of aircraft, unfortunately a sign of the times. See page 5 for photos.    

 
Halloween Party As mentioned in the year planner we will be holding a Halloween Party on Friday 5th 

November.  Witches Stew will be conjured up during the evening and the music will 
be like a bat out of hell.  A prize will be awarded to the best fancy dress of the 
evening.  Come along and join the ghouls and galls for a great evening and all for 
£15.  Please book your tickets so that we can order the food.  Make cheques payable 
to “Aldershot Branch PRA” and send them to the secretary.  See flyer for further 
details.  

 
Stuart  
       



 
SUMMER BBQ 

 

 
     DEREK BUSY COOKING THE FOOD                LIN WITH THE SALADS AND DRESSINGS 
                                                                                                    AND THAT’S NOT THE NAMES  
                                                                                                     OF THE MEMBERS 

 
 
 
             TUCKING INTO THE FOOD                                            A HAPPY TABLE 
 
 

 
 
 
          IN THE BAR AFTER THE BBQ                       MR MAGIC ENTERTAINS THE CHILDREN 
 



 
 

ARNHEM AIRBORNE MARCH 

 
 

                        THE CADETS FORMED UP PRIOR TO THE PRESENTATION 
 

 

 
        THE AWARD WINNING ATC BAND                           INSPECTOR POWEL VOS  
        LED THE CADETS ON THE MARCH                    CONGRATULATES THE CADETS 
 

                  
                       ON THE MARCH                                            THE DUTCH PIPE BAND  
                                                                                           PIPE THE MARCHERS HOME 



 
RICHARD AND ANJA’S WEDDING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     RICHARD, ANJA , BRIAN AND SHAWN              TAKE ME TO THE CHURCH ON TIME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        RICHARD PLACES THE RING ON                                 RICHARD AND ANJA 
                     ANJA’S FINGER                                              HAVE THE FIRST WALTZ 

AIRBORNE COMMEMORATION WEEKEND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RIGHT ROGER THIS IS WHERE YOU LAND                 ROGER 2nd FROM THE RIGHT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  GOOD EXIT ROGER                                           AND A SAFE LANDING 




